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who serve on the School Safety Committee, as they will be awarded a certificate for each year they 
successfully serve.
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Reasons for 
using the cane 

Alternative strategies 
 

 
 
 
�t�Z���v���/�[�u��
teaching there are 
always students 
talking, especially 
in the back of 
class. 

 
1. Walk around class while you are 
teaching and then stop at the student(s) 
who are talking. Then stand next to 
them and put your hand on their 
shoulder while you continue to teach (if 
you cannot or do not want to touch the 
student, just stand close so that they 
know you are there). This will make the 
student conscious that you know what 
they are doing and they will stop talking. 

If they start talking again after this technique, temporarily switch their 
seats with those students in the front row. 
 
 

2. Students respond very well to positive reinforcement. Take 15 minutes 
to ask students what they think are good behaviours and agree as a 
class on these (being ready to listen, not doing homework for another 
class, not talking in class, etc.). Tell them that if they have achieved all of 
these behaviours in a day, they have a chance to become �Z�^�š�µ�����v�š���}�(���š�Z����
�����Ç�[�U���Á�Z�]���Z���u�����v�•���š�Z���š���š�Z�����v���Æ�š�������Ç���Ç�}�µ���Á�]�o�o�����v�vounce the winning 
student and write their name on the board and give them a privilege. 
You could agree the privilege with the students beforehand, like being 
the first to leave for lunch or to go home. When choosing the Student of 
the Day, try to choose students who need more encouragement. If you 
make students feel special for behaving well they will keep doing it. 

 
 
 
There are too 
many students in 
class so it is not 
possible to form 
groups quickly 
and quietly. 
 

Take 15 minutes out of a lesson to establish a routine to form groups. 
Put the students into a grouping that is required (for example, groups for 
sharing a book or ability levels), try to ensure equal numbers of girls and 
boys if possible/appropriate, advise where the group should sit in the 
room, and assign a group leader (remember to have just as many female 
leaders as male leaders!). Tell the group that they are now a team and 
can choose a team name.  
 
Tell the students that when 
you announce that it is 
�Z�P�Œ�}�µ�‰���š�]�u���[�U���š�Z���Ç���Z���À�����š�}��
organise themselves into 
these teams (the leader is in 
charge). Tell them it is a race 
to see which team gets 
organised first. After the 
teams are formed, announce 
the winner, write their name 
on the board and have the 
class clap for them.  
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Summary of the School Safety Committee Process 
 














































